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Ankit Mehta completed his B.Tech and M.Tech in Mechanical

Engineering from IIT-Bombay in 2005. He has implemented several

original ideas while at IIT and also led to the establishment of the

roots of an Innovation Cell at IIT-Bombay. He also has a 6 months

work experience at a leading sales and marketing consultancy. 

Rahul Singh has completed his B.Tech in Mechanical Engineering and

Ashish Bhat pursued B.Tech in Electrical Engineering - both again from

IIT-Bombay. Amardeep Singh, a 2008 graduate from IIT Bombay, holds

a dual degree in Aerospace Engineering. Whereas, Vipul Joshi has a

MBA from University of Business and Finance, Switzerland.

In an exclusive interview with CrazyEngineers, Ankit talks about

ideaForge, their team and experience of working in collaboration DRDO.

He also shares his strengths, weaknesses and discusses about

innovation and engineering. Read on!
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ideaForge was started by bunch of IIT Bombay grads with the vision of

giving wings to their ideas. Our team members individually and

collectively participated and won in several Autonomous and other

Robotics competitions, while studying at IIT Bombay. The founding

team went on to represent India in ABU, ROBOCON’2005 in Beijing,

China.

This passion for autonomous robotics did not go un-noticed and in the

early days the company started receiving boot strapping projects in the

form of creating UAV avionics from IIT Bombay, Aerospace Department.

These initial projects and collaboration with IIT Bombay, led us to win

MAV’2008 competition held jointly by Indian Army and DOD (USA) in

AGRA for the best hovering platform. We shared the first prize with

MIT, USA.

Our success in being able to make not just the avionics but also the

capability to integrate the same with airframes, received a lot of

accolades. We were pounded by a lot of inquiries from the Indian

Defense Labs to assist them in creating micro and mini UAVs. Thus, we

started our Unmanned Systems business due to overwhelming demand

for our avionics and hovering platform from DRDO and Indian security

agencies.

The inspiration to start ideaForge came from several internal

motivations of the team such as the team itself. We firmly believed

that it was winning team that had to work together from the word go

to help us realize our dream of implementing our original ideas. We

truly believed at that time that we will not be able to do justice to our
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