SPEAK EASY
His aides rue, “Why can’t
he be more diplomatic?”
Manohar Parrikar now
brings a refreshing
dose of candour to
South Block p3
saturday, november 15, 2014

thulasi kakkat

In Kerala, a simple act of affection is still a source
of voyeuristic pleasure to many. But as liberal voices rise
on its streets, the state begins its reluctant journey
towards change p10

The
ﬁrst kiss

NOAH IN VEMBANAD
Dr Irving Finkel decodes
4,000-year-old instructions
on how to build an ark p2

EXPLOSION ON LAUNCH
Interstellar might have
arresting visuals but collapses
under its own weight p15
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Against the grain
The original aam aadmi chief minister Manohar Parrikar brings his pragmatism and
innovation to the office of the defence minister
and then rode a strong anti-incumbency wave
to deliver a BJP majority for the ﬁrst time in
the state Assembly.
But after taking over as chief minister, the
Opposition had accused Parrikar of going soft
on illegal mining. In August this year, he had
supported the renewal rather than fresh auctioning of 27 mining leases in the state. While
the opposition has taken him on over his ﬂipﬂops, Parrikar’s supporters say that he has
been a pragmatic administrator who did not
want to further cripple the mining industry,
which was already reeling from a Supreme
Court ban, leading to thousands of job cuts
and loss of revenue for the exchequer.
A similar story played out with Goa’s offshore casinos. While in Opposition, Parrikar
had led protests against them, demanding
their immediate closure. But as chief minister,
he had delayed the closure till 2016. Doing it in
a rush, he reasoned, could certainly scare
away investors.
The big policy feather in Parrikar’s cap was
his decision to reduce value added tax on petrol from 22 per cent to 0.1 per cent in the state,
making it the most affordable in the country
at ₹55 a litre. He also reduced VAT on aviation
fuel from 22 per cent to 12 per cent, incentivising refuel stops for all airlines at the Dabolim
airport. More and cheaper ﬂights to Goa
meant more tourists for the state, and more
revenues for residents and the exchequer.

Truth be told In a city
of sycophants,
Manohar Parrikar still
speaks his mind
monica tiwari

I

n a city teeming with sycophants, Manohar Parrikar is the rare Narendra Modi
loyalist who can be counted on to give
him frank — even critical — counsel. The
new Defence Minister from Goa has a mind of
his own, and a friendship with Modi that goes
back over two decades when they were in the
RSS together.
In early September 2013, a fortnight before
Modi was officially declared BJP’s prime ministerial candidate, Parrikar gave me an interview for The New York Times’ India blog. He
backed Modi’s nomination, but also called the
2002 Gujarat riots a “blot on Modi’s career”.
Delhi’s media went into a tizzy over the quote,
painting this as another example of a party
still divided over Modi’s candidature.
The morning after the interview was published, when I reached Parrikar’s office-in-residence in Panjim’s well-heeled Altinho
neighbourhood, his aides were in damagecontrol mode. The media was calling persistently, looking for a few more juicy quotes on
Modi. The RSS was offended: in the same interview Parrikar had said that while he was a Hindu nationalist, he wouldn’t “take out a sword
and kill Muslims”. The state’s Christians were
unhappy because he had called them “culturally Hindu”.
“Why can’t he be a bit more diplomatic in
his interviews,” sighed one Parrikar aide that
same morning.

Sunny Goa to South Block
If policy pragmatism and innovation are Parrikar’s hallmark, he will need plenty of that in
his new job. The Defence Ministry office in
South Block will be a far cry from sunny, laidback Goa, though Parrikar himself is reputed
to put in long working hours.
Crucial decisions await his approval, including shoring up the artillery wing of the Army,
“But then he wouldn’t be Manohar Parri- which has not seen any acquisitions since the
kar,” said another with a chuckle.
Bofors scandal of 1987.
Parrikar has the squeaky-clean image to set
The pragmatic Kejriwal?
things in motion on that front, particularly in
Parrikar’s frugal lifestyle is legendary and has purchasing light artillery guns that can be
made him a middle-class hero: he carries his moved easily in the mountains, where the Inown luggage at the airport and travels econo- dian Army’s face-offs with the Pakistani and
my class. As chief minister, his office used only Chinese armies are only increasing.
two government cars, one for him and anothA $22-billion deal for the delivery of 126 Raer shared by his staff. When Arvind Kejriwal fale ﬁghters with French manufacturer Daswas making news for his austere lifestyle at sault Aviation is also pending. The Indian Air
the helm of Delhi, many Parrikar
Force chief said we cannot afford
fans quickly pointed out that
any more hold-ups, particularly
their man was the real aam aadafter the Sukhoi ﬂeet was
mi chief minister.
grounded in October. The Navy
There is something to
There is something to the Parhas been pitching for more subthe Parrikar-Kejriwal
rikar-Kejriwal comparisons. Parmarines and helicopters as well.
comparisons; they
rikar, a 58-year-old metallurgical
All this will require Parrikar to
both fought
engineer from IIT-Powai (Kejriconvince Narendra Modi and
corruption
wal went to IIT-Kharagpur) also
Arun Jaitley to increase capital
burnished his reputation with a
expenditure on defence, which
ﬁght against corruption. Parrimay not be easy till the economy
kar took on Goa’s powerful illehas recovered fully.
gal mining lobby. According to the Justice MB
Politically, Parrikar will be expected to talk
Shah Commission report, between 2005 and tough with Pakistan and China during border
2012 there had been illegal mining worth skirmishes. A man who once called Lal Krishna
₹35,000 crore in Goa.
Advani “rancid pickle” may soon have to come
Before the 2012 Goa elections, Parrikar start- up with some more colourful adjectives for
ed a Jan Sampark Yatra, where he travelled the neighbours.
across Goa, staying with voters and supporters. He painted the Digambar Kamat-led Con- sambuddha mitra mustaﬁ is founder of
gress government as corrupt and ineffective, The Political Indian
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Natural habitat

ly coming of age and beginning to adapt itself
to the digital age. “While designing a font, you
are looking to capture something of the spirit
of the age in which it is appearing,” he says,
“Like any designed object, it is interesting to
see how it becomes part of our visual culture.
Projects by groups such as ITF are promising
in this sense.”
Ahmedabad’s ITF, set up by National
Institute of Design-graduate Satya Rajpurohit and Slovak typographer Peter Bilak, has
designed typefaces for
television channels. “Although we have thousands
of
fonts
available, if you look
for those that support
a
language like Hindi,
2
work in small point
size on a computer
screen and have many
different styles for differentiating text hierarchy, you
would end up with just one or
two possible candidates,” says Bilak, “I
try to look at text not just formally but al3
so the meaning behind it. At ITF, we have
designed and published fonts for over
200 languages, including Hindi, Tamil,
Bengali and Arabic.”
Rosetta Type Foundry’s Vaibhav
Singh, who is also pursuing his Master’s at the University of Reading
(one of few design schools where
students can select the scripts they
want to design typefaces for),
warns that certain limitations in
font design ought to be overcome ﬁrst.
“A critical issue in designing Indian script
typefaces is to recognise and respect the logic
behind the letter-shapes — how they are
egends surrounding the Nirnaya Sa- scripts in India — nearly 66 scripts and 780 lan- formed and treated. Taking Latin-script feagar Press — at its peak in 19th- and guages, according to the People’s Linguistic tures and grafting them on to a different
early 20th-century Bombay — are of- Survey of India (PLSI) — poses other problems. script is an unfortunate approach, common
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A tale of lost rubber chappals, charming farm stays, learning to cook on an open ﬂame and
uncovering the unexpectedly gorgeous countryside in Konkan

1

Type of things
to come
4

Deep forest
The Farm of
Happiness, near
Ratnagiri, veiled in
green rahul kulkarni

With dot Bharat domains in
the pipeline and an Indian
Language Internet Alliance
by Google, designers of
Indian fonts are readying
for a brave new future
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A perfectionist slant (Clockwise
from the top) 1. Skolar, a Devanagari
typeface by Rosetta Type Foundry;
2. Pakhangba and Sanamahi, Neelakash
Kshetrimayum’s Mayek typefaces in
Manipuri; 3. Pooja Saxena’s Cawnpore
Devanagari typeface based on
handwriting models; and 4. designs in
multiple scripts by Rajeev Prakash
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Although both these young Kashmiris grew
up during years of political uncertainty and
long for a peaceful and just solution, they
come from very different backgrounds. Shabbir’s parents are both doctors, whereas Mir’s
mother educated him with the money she
earned from spinning yarn. They have been
brought together by their common belief in
art as a means of social justice and the voice of
lived experience.
Rather than asking the weavers to replicate
a design, as is routinely done, Shabbir and Mir
design each shawl in consultation with the
weavers and draw from their traditional
knowledge system.
“I had been making kani shawls for 20 years
but have never made or seen a shawl with a
barbwire or gun in it,” says one of the weavers,
Aashiq Hussain Dar. “But when I was making
it, I knew that it was the same barbwire that I
had seen through my life in Kashmir, around
the Army camps and bunkers, in numerous
curfews and crackdowns; and while I was
afraid that I wouldn’t be able to make it, it just
came to me naturally.”
Dar is currently working on another shawl
that has radically changed the age-old Kash- with just two motifs all over it — paisleys and
miri shawl by contemporising the motif. In- Kalashnikovs. “Their (Crafted-in-Kashmir)
stead of blossoming branches, barbwires run shawls are pure quality, and the motifs are so
through the Pashmina shawls, skulls take the different… no one has ever made shawls like
place of chinar leaves, guns and paisleys face these before. They are interesting and also say
each other, and ﬂowers in the colours of something about this place and the times we
spring are imprisoned in loops
live in,” the artisan says.
and tangles of barbwires.
Each Kashmiri shawl takes
“We have heard about attempts
months to make and passes
to contemporise Kashmiri art,
through several hands in the
but contemporising does not Instead of blossoming process. For centuries, it has remean brightening the colours
mained a major source of inbranches, barbwires
and resetting prices; instead, it’s
come for thousands: the
run through the
about making the art an expresweavers, washers, dyers and
Pashmina shawls
sion of the artist and artisan. And
spinners, who are almost althat is what we wanted to do: to
ways women.
give the art a voice,” says Shabbir.
Mir’s mother, Mehrunisa, has
Together, they work with young
worked the spinning wheel for
artists and designers as well as senior weavers three decades now. One afternoon, during curand spinners to create a shawl “that is not only few, we walked across Srinagar to meet her at
a thing of beauty but also the voice of an arti- her house in Chattabal.
san, the voice of a people”. So far, the site has
“When I got married, my mother gave me
sold shawls and sweaters mostly to foreign this spinning wheel as a gift,” says Mehrunisa.
buyers, and their prices range from $400 for That, in turn, helped her give her children the
the ‘sada’ cashmere range to $1,000-plus for gift of education. Today she believes spinners
the exquisite kani range.
are a dying breed as there is little money in it.
“I got one rupee for one knot 30 years ago and
get the same today. Why would anyone do it?”
she asks.
That one rupee includes the cost of the yarn,
which the women have to buy themselves.
“We used to buy 10gm of yarn for about ₹100
and, after spinning it over two days, sold it
back for ₹140. The ₹40 we earned is nothing
these days.”
Back when she was young, almost every second house in Srinagar had a woman spinning
yarn to bolster the household income and
fetch her ﬁnancial independence; today, these
women ﬁnd less work due to the mechanisation of looms and spinners.
Mir has seen the ins and outs of this business since childhood, and was always struck
by the gender inequality that denied his
mother and hundreds of other women spinners in his neighbourhood their rightful
share of income.
“When we went into this business, we decided to give the women yarn for free, so everything they earned was proﬁt and we pay in
advance,” he says.
Shabbir and Mir want to ensure that their
shawl business goes beyond commercial interests and helps put the cottage industry
back on its feet on improved social terms. The
shawl’s engagement with the politics of the
time is yet another of its raison d’etre.

Paisleys and AK47s
Two young Kashmiris rework the region’s famed shawl
business to reﬂect its politics and socioeconomic realities
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Spinning out of
control At one time,
nearly every second
house in Srinagar had
a woman spinning yarn
and her ﬁnancial
independence, but few
can do so now

hen Mahum Shabbir began
learning the art of the famed
Kashmiri papier-mâché, she
had a strange feeling that the
miniature ﬂowers, leaves and branches she
was drawing were all dead. Shabbir, then 19,
had just enrolled as a freshman at Harvard
University and was home during the summer,
attempting to deepen her ties with the Valley
through this centuries-old art. But with every
motif she attempted, the feeling of estrangement intensiﬁed. Kashmiri papier-mâché was
ﬁlled with unblemished paradisiacal beauty,
but Shabbir belonged to a generation that
grew up with an ongoing strife in that ‘paradise on earth’.
“Everything on those papier-mâché boxes
looked like an imitation of an imitation, and
all of it was dead,” she says. “And it had nothing to do with the artist’s expression anymore.
It all felt like a farce, a beautiful farce, and not
art, which must have an ethical imperative
and concern for social justice.”
Together with her friend Suhail Mir, an artist and newspaper cartoonist, she now runs an
online shawl business — Crafted-in-Kashmir —
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In proximity
ELSEWHERE

Compared to Sarah Waters’ previous breathless
novels, this one offers quieter introspection

Hitch a ride?
At times, the Universe does listen to
our pleas

F
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Eye in the sky

Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are taking to the Indian
landscape in various roles — from wedding photography to
police surveillance and crowd management
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authorities for using drones under 300 feet.
“This is free air space and any object at this altitude does not interfere with routine ﬂight
paths,” says Kulshreshtha.
View from a home
While UAVs might be used to take aerial shots
of actors and actresses, Airpix uses it in the real estate sector as well. It bagged its ﬁrst project from Haware Builders in Mumbai’s
suburban Thane early this year. “The view
from a ﬂat is the USP of high-rise buildings. We
use drones to capture the view, which can leverage ﬂat sales,” says Shekhar. So, even before
the construction commences, Airpix drones
can create a virtual view from a ﬂat on any
ﬂoor. And it has done this for marquee names,
including Lodha Developers, Shapoorji Pallonji, K Raheja Corp and Omkar Realtors.
Airpix works with its clients on a project basis. “A deﬁnitive cost cannot be reached since
we customise the drone as per the ﬁnal application with different kinds of performances
and payloads,” says Shekhar. The physics of the
equipment and electronics change with project needs. So for real estate projects, UAVs
have to be ﬁtted with high-resolution cameras
to provide images that can be blown up. And
for aerial photography of sports events, the
equipment’s mobility and manoeuvrability
have to be good.
With growing demand, Airpix has expanded from one to six UAVs in less than a year;
Quidich has gone from one to seven. These
players are now assembling their own UAVs
rather than buying them from manufacturers. The parts are ﬂown in from other countries, assembled and customised as per
requirement. Quidich gets its motors from
China, bodies from Belgium and other parts
from the US. “We put them together based on
how much weight it has to lift,” says Kulshreshtha. So while a UAV for lifting compact
and lightweight Go-Pro cameras can cost ₹2
lakh, the one for lifting ﬁlm cameras that
weigh 5-8kg can cost up to ₹20 lakh.

The hover craft
UAVs can be used in
real estate projects
(above); and for
crowd monitoring
(below) airpix

Higher and brighter
Photographer Jasmer Singh has used Quidich
drones ﬁtted with cameras to shoot stills for
industrial locations as well as resorts. “The essential advantage is that UAVs take cameras to

Airpix, for example, is already staying away
places where we cannot take them otherwise.
And the quality of images is good too.” He can from aerial wedding photography as that
also see the display in real time and adjust market is getting commoditised. Shekhar says
aperture, shutter speed, while sitting in front his ﬁrm has done four wedding assignments,
of a computer. In most cases, UAVs produce but will stop at that. “There is no value addisharp images from a distance of 500 metres to tion in those services. We are consciously trya kilometre. This also makes it suitable for ing to stay away from this segment as drones
sports events; Airpix provided aerial coverage are just complementing other mediums.” Ditfor a Brazilian TV series Kayak, which covers to for Quidich. “In Delhi, anybody can buy a
white-water rafting in various countries. “We drone for ₹2 lakh for wedding photography.
did the aerial view shooting for their Nepal That is not a particularly lucrative market,”
edition. It helps capture the
says Kulshreshtha.
thrill and action better,” he adds.
Not surprisingly, drones can
Gasha Aeri Alawani, Marketbe bought for as little as ₹50,000
ing Motorsports at Volkswagen
in Delhi’s Chandni Chowk. In
With growing
India agrees. She says her comKhan Market, the base price can
demand, Airpix has
pany ﬁrst used UAVs in 2013.
go up to ₹1 lakh. But they are
expanded from one to
“This year too we will take their
mostly imported from China.
to six UAVs in less
services to cover our VW Polo-RAnd it is these players that are inthan a year; Quidich
Cup. In circuit racing (such as
creasing the competition in the
has gone from one
the Buddh International circuit,
UAV space.
to seven
Greater Noida), through a camBoth Shekhar and Kulshreshera installed on UAVs, we can
tha agree that competition will
capture what a handheld-cambring rentals down. But the seriera cannot. They can also follow
ous players are working on spethe track well.” She does, however, ﬁnd the cialised verticals and will offer more
cost on the higher side. Alawani believes that data-based analytical services. ideaForge, for
with the increase in competition, prices are example, has created a niche by working only
likely to come down and the quality of the with security forces. “With UAVs, you can’t just
product will improve.
issue a tender and ask for the lowest bidder.
Every single requirement needs to be speciﬁed and it has to be customised,” says Singh of
ideaForge.
Shekhar should know. His ﬁrm worked on a
project with the Mumbai police on Ambedkar
Jayanti. For a gathering held at Shivaji Park,
the police wanted to monitor crowds from a
vantage point and, in case of a mishap, identify the spot as soon as possible. “We used a
high-zoom camera to close in on places where
mishaps might occur, and a high-deﬁnition
camera to capture data,” he says.
Quidich has also developed UAV software
for agriculture surveys, which will help measure crop density and quality, soil conditions,
and so on. “We can put thermal cameras to
monitor this. We are also working on a system
for disaster management,” says Kulshreshtha.
Quidich also has engineers on board to work
on analytics and is offering a top-end UAV of
around ₹30 lakh. With major companies like
Amazon entering the UAV space with Amazon
Prime Air, and Facebook looking into solarpowered UAVs by 2015, clearly it is the technology of the future. Shekhar at Airpix says, “We
want to grow as a technology company, which
provides real solutions to real problems.”
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PRESENT IMPERFECT

Such a sorry state

If women in Kerala believe the day the state turns dry will be the ﬁrst of a violence-free
domestic life, they are likely to be very disappointed

Disrupting the canon
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An equal music
In our household, in the domesticity of our newly acquired old gramophone, is an atavism
your phone to be a lifelike singer. Price: One rupee and eight annas for 1,000 needles.’ Gauhar
Jan was the Armenian heartthrob from Calcutta, who had become a thumri singing sensation. She was one of the ﬁrst singers in India to
be recorded by the pioneering sound-recordist FW Gaisberg for the Gramophone and Typewriter Ltd. In 1903, when her discs were
released, she became the ﬁrst person whose
voice could be possessed as a thing by Indians.
Her performances became material objects,
something one could hold in their hands,
which could be bought and sold. The success
of Gauhar Jan’s records not just transformed
the way musicians made their living but shifted the principal context of musical performance from its long-established locus (salons,
concert halls, public festivals) into the home.
By 1910, the Indian market teemed with 75 recording companies with European and local
labels wrangling with the Gramophone Company for a slice of the market. The GramoA good old spin The musical enigma that was the shiny black plate shutterstock
phone Company’s earnings between 1910 and
1913 showed an average sale of almost half a
million records and over 6,000 machines per
y seven-year-old son’s ﬁrst en- then issued it out of a concealed horn through year. They had ended up creating a market
counter with the mechanical be- a ﬁne mesh in the latticework below. All mov- where the raw material came from. The shellac
ing of the gramophone machine ing parts. Analogue sound. No ampliﬁcation. that formed the physical substance of records
produced a response that was Nothing to be plugged in. Just the slight both- was sourced almost entirely from India. The
something of a cultural atavism. It was redo- er of the preparatory ritual. Like cigarette-roll- music industry had become the most consumlent of that keenly written chapter in The Mag- ing or coffee-making in the moka pot.
mate form of capitalism. Imagine a division of
ic Mountain, where Thomas Mann describes
For Rudra, the form of the gramophone re- Toyota as an oil and gas company marketing
Hans Castorp’s discovery of a German-made cord, its thingness, was the puzzle. A shiny petroleum products.
gramophone in the salon of the Berghof sana- black plate that came out of its brown paper
Music as a thing was where I lost his intertorium: “He bent over the whirring, pulsating sleeve had music worth three minutes written est. For a seven-year-old in these times, the
mechanism as over a spray of lilac, rapt in a on each side in an Archimedean spiral, in in- MP3 has been assigned the rank of a thing. Mucloud of sweet sound.”
ﬁnitesimal, tightly packed grooves, one hun- sic as an object of private, individualised conIn a state of melded reverie and alertness, dredth to an inch, each ﬁner than human hair. sumption is losing its property as a
my son listened and his lips parted in a smile. Under the magnifying glass, the grooves were commodity as it passes around outside the
What stood before him was a small mahogany what they seemed: unexciting furrows with value economy. It can be reproduced at will,
cabinet with a detachable crank: the 80-year- humps and wiggles. Where was the music?
without the exchange of money. MP3 is the obold colonial HMV 113a Transportable — by any
He solved the puzzle with his ﬁngernail. On verse form of the gramophone record; the
reckoning an object of great physical and ton- the turntable, with the record
anti-particle.
al beauty. The last wind-up gramophone pro- spinning, he placed his ﬁngerBut both avail of the same caduced by HMV. I suppose the only manner in nail on the surface instead of the
price of the physiology of listenwhich it could have been considered transpor- needle. In a barely audible mewing, which is this: the human ear
He solved the puzzle
table was on the back of some Gunga Din, who ing sort of way, the song played
and its sense of hearing discards
with his ﬁngernail
would convey it up the hill for a bit of Hill Sta- itself. Any ﬁne thing running in
most of the sounds that it hears.
tion phonography in the Indian Summer.
those sinuosities became a styThe MP3 works on a mathematiThe essence of the machine, if one may dare lus. Actually, the platter was
cal model that second guesses
to deﬁne it from a seven-year-old child’s per- what was running. At 78 rpm.
the process of human auditory
spective, was in the abstraction of music from
That was followed by How to Make Your Own perception. It pre-emptively discards data in
the object whirring on the green ﬂeece-cov- Gramophone from YouTube, which was the sound ﬁle that it expects will be discarded
ered turntable; the music a strange com- promptly pulled off using a pencil for a peg, a by the human ear anyway. What we get is a
pound of granular recorded sound and the CD stack holder, a conical roll of paper and a much smaller ﬁle, with 90 percent of the parunrelieved scratchy whine of surface noise.
sowing needle. By the end of it, Ella Fitzgerald ticulars taken out of it.
After just one practical demonstration Ru- was mewing Dream a Little Dream of Me out of
The old gramophone record, on the condra learned the motions of producing music the paper roll. It was Rudra’s pinhole-camera trary, brings into play the human psychofrom it: to screw in the ﬁne steel needle into its moment. He had learnt how to make those acoustic response. The ear acts as a sieve for all
slot in the pickup head (with the aluminium black plastic records yield their music. Over the wow and ﬂutter, the background noise,
diaphragm) that was attached to the tone arm the days, he found that the ﬁdelity of his appa- the tonal inconsistencies to let in no more
— a pivoted hollow metal lever whose halves ratus got better as he improved on the needle. than an equal music.
moved in the vertical and horizontal axis, re- In a book on gramophones, I showed him an
In our household, in the domesticity of our
spectively, to enable the needle to settle lightly advertisement (that had appeared in a local newly acquired old gramophone, is the ataon the record. Then to crank the handle that newspaper in Calcutta in 1911) that read as fol- vism. We are once more the bourgeois family
loaded the spring in the clockwork to set the lows: ‘If you wish to obtain a natural reproduc- that gathers around it after dinner to enjoy
platter twirling. Finally, to allow the needle to tion of a singer’s voice or sound of a musical the music. In a way, it has returned something
be in communion with vinyl at a 45o angle. Ru- instrument on a Disc Talking Machine, you are that we’d misplaced.
dra could sense that it was the tone arm that strongly recommended to use ‘Gauhar Jan’
 asatwik@gmail.com
conveyed the sound into the cabinetry, which needles. By using these needles you will ﬁnd
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Common thread The
chars are depicted on
the ﬁlm’s CD cover
using kantha stitch,
also found in both
India and Bangladesh
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XOXO, Kerala
The Kiss of Love was foiled, but the truth is that liberal voices are louder than ever before in
Conservatism’s Own Country

Shared struggles
A short ﬁlm made by children living on river bars, or chars, on both sides of the IndoBangladesh border tells the story of their precarious existence

S

Near perfect Away
from the prying eyes
of ‘well-meaning’
neighbours, a couple
ﬁnd solitude by the
beach at Fort Kochi
vipin chandran
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ohail, Firoza, Ruma and Mizanur of
Gaibandha district in Bangladesh and
Tapan, Pinky, Naseem and Rocky of
Malda district in West Bengal have several things in common, including their language and heritage. The teenagers on both
sides of the border are equally victims of shifting rivers and chars — the landmass that forms
in the middle of a river or along its convex
banks. Known as river point bar in geomorphology, a char is created or eroded as the river
changes course. As newly formed chars offer
new areas for settlement and cultivation, the
erosion and ﬂooding of existing chars lead to
the displacement and devastation of multitudes alongnthe
banks. 2, Marine Drive in KoNovember
Children chi
living
onachars
both countries
saw
largein crowd
of over
have produced
a short
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char in Bangladesh. The receding Jamuna has major rivers drain an area of about 1.75 million
snatched away many joys of her life: diving in- sqkm and directly impact the livelihood of
to the ﬂowing waters any time of the day, the more than 600 million people. Cross-border
smell of fertile land, the swaying of golden- cooperation is, therefore, imperative to meet
yellow corn, and the colours of fairs and festiv- the growing water needs of the region. IUCN’s
als after the harvest is done. “The absence of four-year project Ecosystems for Life focuses
water has pushed us to the brink,” she says.
on several critical themes, including food seTapan’s family watched helplessly as their curity, water productivity, poverty, climate
home and those of others on Purba Paranpur change, trans-boundary inland navigation,
char in Malda district, West Benenvironmental security and biogal, were sucked into the river by
diversity conservation. Each of
erosion. They shifted to Hamidthem is intricately linked to wapur char, surrounded by rivers
ter management both at the naChildren of the chars
on all sides, only to face more
tional and trans-boundary levels.
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No sensawunda at all

the people who returned to Kerala from the Indian metros and foreign countries — notably
less-puritanical Gulf countries, such as Dubai
and Bahrain — also added to the cosmopolitan
texture of Malayalee society.

she did not know who Sachin Tendulkar was.
ty when dealing with deep-seated taboos and
More importantly, the internet also quick- should try to shape societal reaction rather
ened the shift towards progressive thought in than mirror it. But the ﬁlmmakers’ decision to
the state. People who had a liberal worldview include unambiguously homosexual characfound out there were several others like them, ters was still commendable considering how
and had the chance to read and share the mainstream Malayalam cinema has shied
thoughts of people who articulate better than away from it for so long. In 1986, when Padmathem. The power of social media in creating rajan made Deshatanakkili Karayarilla, a momass movements and sustaining them on the vie with strong lesbian undertones, the
ground can’t be understated. The Kiss of Love L-word was not mentioned in it even once,
campaign was planned by a single Facebook which was a testament to how taboo the subcommunity, Free Thinkers, and popularised ject was at the time.
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With a stream of arresting visuals and a preposterous plot, Christopher Nolan’s ambitious
Interstellar goes only as far as two dimensions

Mob in the Net
The internet has played a crucial part in enlightening us about more liberal as well as repressive lands, showing us where we stand on
personal liberty. Before the internet, the average Malayalee relied on Mathrubhumi Azhfor weekly
commentaries
on
chapathippu
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ﬁction hapworld affairs.
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blown. Each book you read promises, nay,
guarantees this. Of the millions of fans who go
through this ontogenetic development, there
are a few who dare to ask themselves — can I
write too?
Now, imagine our hypothetical 14-year-old
dashes off a script. Hollywood throws a couple
of hundred million dollars at it, and gets the
buzziest director in the world to direct it. The
result would be something like Christopher
Nolan’s new ﬁlm Interstellar. The reach of the
ideas contained within is well beyond the
grasp of adolescent enthusiasm. “We must
confront the reality of interstellar travel,” intones Michael Caine’s character gravely. But
did the Nolans (the script is by brother Jonathan) confront the reality of making a genuine
science ﬁction ﬁlm?
Interstellar posits a world where crops are
failing and immense dust storms scour the
surface. Science and exploration are frowned
upon. The Earth is dying and a few brave astronauts are sent on a journey to ﬁnd a planet

T

Into the abyss
Supposedly the
most accurate
depiction of the
black hole, as seen
in Interstellar

Make love, not war
PDA at the Kiss of
Love campaign in
Kochi pti

deﬁnitely provide a new outlet for the repressed tendencies of the Malayalee male,
with the added dimension of mob mentality.
Safe in the relative anonymity of the internet, Malayalees are unconcerned by how they
will be perceived outside the state. Occasionally, this has given rise to hilarious stories like
when actor Mohanlal’s website was hacked by
a Pakistani group, which mistook a page describing his connection to the Territorial Army as an Indian Army-related page. In
retaliation, his fans hacked multiple Pakistani
sites, including the website of Pakistan Electric Power Company (PEPCO). The Malayalee
hackers chose to demonstrate their dismissive contempt for their Pakistani counterparts
by displaying on every hacked page one of the
actor’s popular dialogues: “Nee po, mone dinesha (Get lost, dear Dinesh)”. Similarly, tennis
star Maria Sharapova’s page was inundated
with Malayalam comments after she revealed
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By the seaside A peddler woos prospective customers at Marine Drr

Spicy bites A street vendor peddles chana jor garam, a popular snack made of gram, spices and raw mango
powder, near the Gateway of India

Spud nick A Mumbaikar has her ﬁll of vada pav at Juhu beach

Rice time Veg pulao for office-goers near Churchgate

Anytime food A stack of local pav to mop up the bhaji with

Meat of the matter Kebabs aplenty at Mohammed Ali Road
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Vada pav and
cutting chai
The ﬂavour of the streets of Mumbai

Naturally sweet Watermelon and pineapple pyramids at a khau gali near Marine Drive

S

oon Mumbai will taste its ﬁrst (beef-free) Burger King Whopper. Like others that went before it, the international quick service restaurant chain will feed the city’s curiosity, and perhaps
succeed in doing brisk business. But as anyone who has lived
in the city, or had a vada pav or three on its streets will tell you, Mumbai
— despite its ﬂirtations with global favourites — will never lose its local
ﬂavour. Grilled corn-on-the-cob in season, bhel all year round, pani puri
by the dozens and kebabs that send smoke signals to hungry customers at sundown will continue to rule the maximum city.
Along its beaches like Girgaum Chowpatty and Juhu, or at the khau
galis — lanes in different parts of the city lined with food stalls of every
kind — lovers and friends, families and weary office-goers will tuck into plates of cheap, ﬁlling familiarity. Elsewhere, the sound of laughter
and the wafting smells of Mughlai food will ﬁll Mohammed Ali Road
long after the streetlights ﬂicker to life. At eateries like Noor Mohammadi, Hindusthan Hotel and Sarvi Seekh Kebab, it will be business as
usual as regular patrons and tourists queue up for yet another helping
of biryani, rounding off the meal with phirni and fruit salad. Come
Ramzan, the atmosphere will be even more electric... All you need to
savour the city’s many delights is a cast-iron stomach.
paul noronha
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Common thread The
chars are depicted on
the ﬁlm’s CD cover
using kantha stitch,
also found in both
India and Bangladesh
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XOXO, Kerala
The Kiss of Love was foiled, but the truth is that liberal voices are louder than ever before in
Conservatism’s Own Country

Shared struggles
A short ﬁlm made by children living on river bars, or chars, on both sides of the IndoBangladesh border tells the story of their precarious existence

S

Near perfect Away
from the prying eyes
of ‘well-meaning’
neighbours, a couple
ﬁnd solitude by the
beach at Fort Kochi
vipin chandran

CH-X _ A

ohail, Firoza, Ruma and Mizanur of
Gaibandha district in Bangladesh and
Tapan, Pinky, Naseem and Rocky of
Malda district in West Bengal have several things in common, including their language and heritage. The teenagers on both
sides of the border are equally victims of shifting rivers and chars — the landmass that forms
in the middle of a river or along its convex
banks. Known as river point bar in geomorphology, a char is created or eroded as the river
changes course. As newly formed chars offer
new areas for settlement and cultivation, the
erosion and ﬂooding of existing chars lead to
the displacement and devastation of multitudes alongnthe
banks. 2, Marine Drive in KoNovember
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char in Bangladesh. The receding Jamuna has major rivers drain an area of about 1.75 million
snatched away many joys of her life: diving in- sqkm and directly impact the livelihood of
to the ﬂowing waters any time of the day, the more than 600 million people. Cross-border
smell of fertile land, the swaying of golden- cooperation is, therefore, imperative to meet
yellow corn, and the colours of fairs and festiv- the growing water needs of the region. IUCN’s
als after the harvest is done. “The absence of four-year project Ecosystems for Life focuses
water has pushed us to the brink,” she says.
on several critical themes, including food seTapan’s family watched helplessly as their curity, water productivity, poverty, climate
home and those of others on Purba Paranpur change, trans-boundary inland navigation,
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No sensawunda at all

the people who returned to Kerala from the Indian metros and foreign countries — notably
less-puritanical Gulf countries, such as Dubai
and Bahrain — also added to the cosmopolitan
texture of Malayalee society.

she did not know who Sachin Tendulkar was.
ty when dealing with deep-seated taboos and
More importantly, the internet also quick- should try to shape societal reaction rather
ened the shift towards progressive thought in than mirror it. But the ﬁlmmakers’ decision to
the state. People who had a liberal worldview include unambiguously homosexual characfound out there were several others like them, ters was still commendable considering how
and had the chance to read and share the mainstream Malayalam cinema has shied
thoughts of people who articulate better than away from it for so long. In 1986, when Padmathem. The power of social media in creating rajan made Deshatanakkili Karayarilla, a momass movements and sustaining them on the vie with strong lesbian undertones, the
ground can’t be understated. The Kiss of Love L-word was not mentioned in it even once,
campaign was planned by a single Facebook which was a testament to how taboo the subcommunity, Free Thinkers, and popularised ject was at the time.
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With a stream of arresting visuals and a preposterous plot, Christopher Nolan’s ambitious
Interstellar goes only as far as two dimensions

Mob in the Net
The internet has played a crucial part in enlightening us about more liberal as well as repressive lands, showing us where we stand on
personal liberty. Before the internet, the average Malayalee relied on Mathrubhumi Azhfor weekly
commentaries
on
chapathippu
he Golden
Age of science
ﬁction hapworld affairs.
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length
pensItat
the
agediscussed
of 14. It’satthe
best
how cyberspace
ampliﬁed
theSF.less-palatatime ofhas
your
life to read
The arterble aspects
societyhardened
— it did
iesofofthe
theMalayalee
brain haven’t
yet, and you are willing to have your mind
blown. Each book you read promises, nay,
guarantees this. Of the millions of fans who go
through this ontogenetic development, there
are a few who dare to ask themselves — can I
write too?
Now, imagine our hypothetical 14-year-old
dashes off a script. Hollywood throws a couple
of hundred million dollars at it, and gets the
buzziest director in the world to direct it. The
result would be something like Christopher
Nolan’s new ﬁlm Interstellar. The reach of the
ideas contained within is well beyond the
grasp of adolescent enthusiasm. “We must
confront the reality of interstellar travel,” intones Michael Caine’s character gravely. But
did the Nolans (the script is by brother Jonathan) confront the reality of making a genuine
science ﬁction ﬁlm?
Interstellar posits a world where crops are
failing and immense dust storms scour the
surface. Science and exploration are frowned
upon. The Earth is dying and a few brave astronauts are sent on a journey to ﬁnd a planet

T

Into the abyss
Supposedly the
most accurate
depiction of the
black hole, as seen
in Interstellar

Make love, not war
PDA at the Kiss of
Love campaign in
Kochi pti

deﬁnitely provide a new outlet for the repressed tendencies of the Malayalee male,
with the added dimension of mob mentality.
Safe in the relative anonymity of the internet, Malayalees are unconcerned by how they
will be perceived outside the state. Occasionally, this has given rise to hilarious stories like
when actor Mohanlal’s website was hacked by
a Pakistani group, which mistook a page describing his connection to the Territorial Army as an Indian Army-related page. In
retaliation, his fans hacked multiple Pakistani
sites, including the website of Pakistan Electric Power Company (PEPCO). The Malayalee
hackers chose to demonstrate their dismissive contempt for their Pakistani counterparts
by displaying on every hacked page one of the
actor’s popular dialogues: “Nee po, mone dinesha (Get lost, dear Dinesh)”. Similarly, tennis
star Maria Sharapova’s page was inundated
with Malayalam comments after she revealed
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PRESENT IMPERFECT

Such a sorry state

If women in Kerala believe the day the state turns dry will be the ﬁrst of a violence-free
domestic life, they are likely to be very disappointed

Disrupting the canon
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Snap to attention Should
we use moving images to
promote the printed word?
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In proximity
ELSEWHERE

Compared to Sarah Waters’ previous breathless
novels, this one offers quieter introspection

Hitch a ride?
At times, the Universe does listen to
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Eye in the sky

Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are taking to the Indian
landscape in various roles — from wedding photography to
police surveillance and crowd management

W

From a distance A UAV from
ideaForge (above); an aerial view
shot by a UAV (below) airpix

Q
R

CH-X _ A

authorities for using drones under 300 feet.
“This is free air space and any object at this altitude does not interfere with routine ﬂight
paths,” says Kulshreshtha.
View from a home
While UAVs might be used to take aerial shots
of actors and actresses, Airpix uses it in the real estate sector as well. It bagged its ﬁrst project from Haware Builders in Mumbai’s
suburban Thane early this year. “The view
from a ﬂat is the USP of high-rise buildings. We
use drones to capture the view, which can leverage ﬂat sales,” says Shekhar. So, even before
the construction commences, Airpix drones
can create a virtual view from a ﬂat on any
ﬂoor. And it has done this for marquee names,
including Lodha Developers, Shapoorji Pallonji, K Raheja Corp and Omkar Realtors.
Airpix works with its clients on a project basis. “A deﬁnitive cost cannot be reached since
we customise the drone as per the ﬁnal application with different kinds of performances
and payloads,” says Shekhar. The physics of the
equipment and electronics change with project needs. So for real estate projects, UAVs
have to be ﬁtted with high-resolution cameras
to provide images that can be blown up. And
for aerial photography of sports events, the
equipment’s mobility and manoeuvrability
have to be good.
With growing demand, Airpix has expanded from one to six UAVs in less than a year;
Quidich has gone from one to seven. These
players are now assembling their own UAVs
rather than buying them from manufacturers. The parts are ﬂown in from other countries, assembled and customised as per
requirement. Quidich gets its motors from
China, bodies from Belgium and other parts
from the US. “We put them together based on
how much weight it has to lift,” says Kulshreshtha. So while a UAV for lifting compact
and lightweight Go-Pro cameras can cost ₹2
lakh, the one for lifting ﬁlm cameras that
weigh 5-8kg can cost up to ₹20 lakh.

The hover craft
UAVs can be used in
real estate projects
(above); and for
crowd monitoring
(below) airpix

most dishes call for just a few leaves, for which
you don’t need to buy a big expensive bunch
from the supermarket.
Don’t ignore the Indian favourite, tulsi or
holy basil. It is excellent in teas to prevent or
soothe a bad throat. Mint grows easily from
sprigs that you have bought from the market.
It covers the ground very quickly, so it is best
grown in pots. Curry leaves, a south Indian favourite, is best planted in the soil as the roots
run deep.
When you buy lemongrass from a supermarket, choose one with the root end intact.
After you use up the leaves, keep the root immersed in a jar of water for a week. Once new
rootlets develop, this can be sown in soil and
soon lemongrass leaves will sprout. These can
be used in Thai curries and also to ﬂavour masala chai.
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An easy patch

A few (green) thumb rules to plant and watch your
kitchen ‘garden’ grow this season
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Natural habitat

ly coming of age and beginning to adapt itself
to the digital age. “While designing a font, you
are looking to capture something of the spirit
of the age in which it is appearing,” he says,
“Like any designed object, it is interesting to
see how it becomes part of our visual culture.
Projects by groups such as ITF are promising
in this sense.”
Ahmedabad’s ITF, set up by National
Institute of Design-graduate Satya Rajpurohit and Slovak typographer Peter Bilak, has
designed typefaces for
television channels. “Although we have thousands
of
fonts
available, if you look
for those that support
a
language like Hindi,
2
work in small point
size on a computer
screen and have many
different styles for differentiating text hierarchy, you
would end up with just one or
two possible candidates,” says Bilak, “I
try to look at text not just formally but al3
so the meaning behind it. At ITF, we have
designed and published fonts for over
200 languages, including Hindi, Tamil,
Bengali and Arabic.”
Rosetta Type Foundry’s Vaibhav
Singh, who is also pursuing his Master’s at the University of Reading
(one of few design schools where
students can select the scripts they
want to design typefaces for),
warns that certain limitations in
font design ought to be overcome ﬁrst.
“A critical issue in designing Indian script
typefaces is to recognise and respect the logic
behind the letter-shapes — how they are
egends surrounding the Nirnaya Sa- scripts in India — nearly 66 scripts and 780 lan- formed and treated. Taking Latin-script feagar Press — at its peak in 19th- and guages, according to the People’s Linguistic tures and grafting them on to a different
early 20th-century Bombay — are of- Survey of India (PLSI) — poses other problems. script is an unfortunate approach, common
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A tale of lost rubber chappals, charming farm stays, learning to cook on an open ﬂame and
uncovering the unexpectedly gorgeous countryside in Konkan

1

Type of things
to come
4

Deep forest
The Farm of
Happiness, near
Ratnagiri, veiled in
green rahul kulkarni

With dot Bharat domains in
the pipeline and an Indian
Language Internet Alliance
by Google, designers of
Indian fonts are readying
for a brave new future
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A perfectionist slant (Clockwise
from the top) 1. Skolar, a Devanagari
typeface by Rosetta Type Foundry;
2. Pakhangba and Sanamahi, Neelakash
Kshetrimayum’s Mayek typefaces in
Manipuri; 3. Pooja Saxena’s Cawnpore
Devanagari typeface based on
handwriting models; and 4. designs in
multiple scripts by Rajeev Prakash
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the way to an array of beaches — Nivati, Tarkarli, Vengurla. But we remain Bhogve loyalists.
And sensibly so.
Bhogve is a curvaceous ‘C’ of pristine sand,
enclosing a bay of pellucid water through
which we can see shells and tiny ﬁsh and
green crabs going about their business. The
only other soul around is a villager walking
his dog. My husband swims. Aaliya, Nisha and
Naima launch into a game of Mermaid Mermaid. And I read a juicy murder mystery. And
it’s noon before I pop my dehydrated daughters into their bedraggled pyjamas and we
head back — with a quick stop for a Limca at
the Parule restaurant, where villagers in their
Diwali ﬁnery gape at the three damp and
sandy girls in pyjamas.
On the way back to Maachli, Aaliya’s slippers succumb to the rough and tumble of village life, which is why we are back at Parule
that evening, standing outside the chappal
shop. The Diwali celebrations have kicked in
and a loudspeaker is playing bhajans so loudly
that the entire bazaar is vibrating. The shop
owner takes one look at us and produces fancy
purple slippers which have shoe bite written
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feet
looked
like an imitation
of anOne
imitation,
with
a perplexed
expression.
slipper and
ﬁts.
all ofother
it wasisdead,”
she says.
it had nothThe
a different
size“And
altogether.
The
ing to do with
artist’s
expression
salesman
givesthe
a ‘just
adjust’
shrug. anymore.
It all
like a farce,
a beautiful
and not
It’sfelt
another
10 minutes
beforefarce,
we leave
Paart, which must have an ethical imperative
and concern for social justice.”
Together with her friend Suhail Mir, an artist and newspaper cartoonist, she now runs an
online shawl business — Crafted-in-Kashmir —

Although both these young Kashmiris grew
up during years of political uncertainty and
long for a peaceful and just solution, they
come from very different backgrounds. Shabbir’s parents are both doctors, whereas Mir’s
mother educated him with the money she
earned from spinning yarn. They have been
brought together by their common belief in
art as a means of social justice and the voice of
lived experience.
Rather than asking the weavers to replicate
a design, as is routinely done, Shabbir and Mir
design each shawl in consultation with the
weavers and draw from their traditional
knowledge system.
“I had been making kani shawls for 20 years
but have never made or seen a shawl with a
barbwire or gun in it,” says one of the weavers,
Aashiq Hussain Dar. “But when I was making
it, I knew that it was the same barbwire that I
had seen through my life in Kashmir, around
the Army camps and bunkers, in numerous
curfews and crackdowns; and while I was
Country living A cottage at Maachli in Sindhudurg
afraid that I wouldn’t be able to make it, it just
came to me naturally.”
rule with matching slippers, loudspeaker-inDar is currently working on another shawl
that has
radicallyand
changed
the age-old sense
Kash- with just two motifs all over it — paisleys and
duced
migraine
the embarrassed
miri half
shawl
byvillage
contemporising
thearound
motif. Inthat
the
has gathered
to Kalashnikovs. “Their (Crafted-in-Kashmir)
Get there
stead of
blossoming
branches, barbwires run shawls are pure quality, and the motifs are so
watch
our
shopping spree.
theever
bestmade
option.
Trainslike
through
the Pashmina
skulls
take the different…Driving
From Parule
we driveshawls,
through
the tranquil
no oneishas
shawls
plyThey
fromare
Mumbai
to Kudal
place of chinar
leaves,
guns
and that
paisleys
grasslands
and walk
along
a path
runsface
be- these before.
interesting
andand
also say
The
farmand
stays
each other,
and ﬂowers
in and
the the
colours
of somethingRatnagiri.
tween
the serene,
silver river
famous
about this
place
thewill
times we
organise
autorickshaws
for the
spring are of
imprisoned
loops
mangroves
the Konkan.inWe
spot kingﬁshers
live in,”
the artisan says.
last legEach
of the
journey. shawl
AC buses
of birdsong.
barbwires.Till a cow, that was
and tangles
listen to
Kashmiri
takes
alsomonths
ply to Kudal
and Ratnagiri.
“We have
heard about
attempts
hitherto
munching
stolidly,
develops a frisky
to make
and passes
to contemporise
Kashmiri art,
interest
in us. We skedaddle.
through several hands in the
Get around
but
contemporising
does
not weInstead
More
amused laughter.
But now
are usedof blossoming process. For centuries, it has reIf you don’t have your own car,
mean
to
it. brightening the colours
a major source of inbranches, barbwires you mained
can make an arrangement
and
resetting
prices; instead,
The
next afternoon,
we hearit’s
the rumble
for thousands: the
runof
through the withcome
a local auto driver.
about making
the
art an though,
expres- is unfazed
distant
thunder.
Samant,
weavers, washers, dyers and
Pashmina shawls
sion urges
of the artist
artisan.
and
us to and
go along
onAnd
a nature walk
Stayspinners, who are almost althat is what
we wanted
to do:
through
a jungle
ﬁlled with
wildtomango trees.
waysatwomen.
Maachli
Parule village offers
give the
art a voice,”
Shabbir.
We’re
standing
on a says
plateau
covered in waistMir’sbut
mother,
Mehrunisa,
four basic
elegant
cottages has
Together,
they
work
withthe
young
high,
coppery
grass
when
storm arrives. A
worked
the spinning
for
(₹4,900,
inclusive
of meals,wheel
nature
artistsof
and
designersaasroar
wellofasthunder
senior weavers
crack
lightning,
and a three decades
now.
One
afternoon,
during
curtrail and plantation walks for two;
and spinners
to create
a shawl
not
only few, we walked
wind
that ripples
through
the“that
grassisin
waves
across Srinagar to meet her at
maachli.in).
a thing
beauty
but We’re
also the
voice of anWe’ve
arti- her house in Chattabal.
of
silverofand
violet.
transﬁxed.
Farm of Happiness has rooms in
san, the
voice
of a people”.
far, the site
has
never
seen
a celestial
DiwaliSoﬁrework
display
“When I got married, my mother gave me
an old Konkan-style house
sold as
shawls
such
this. and sweaters mostly to foreign this spinning wheel as a gift,” says Mehrunisa.
(₹4,000, inclusive of meals and
buyers,
andstarts
their as
prices
range from
$400
for That, in turn, helped her give her children the
The rain
we scramble
back
to our
complimentary activities for two;
the ‘sada’and
cashmere
range
$1,000-plus
cottage,
drums on
thetoasbestos
roof for
all gift of education. Today she believes spinners
the exquisite
kani range.
night.
By the time
we are packed and ready to are a dyingfarmofhappiness.com).
breed as there is little money in it.
Other for
options
in the
leave the next morning, the stream is deep “I got one rupee
one knot
30 area
yearsinclude
ago and
Atithi
Parinay,
in
Ratnagiri
district
and swirly, and my daughters put on a bravura get the same today. Why would anyone
do it?”
Titanic performance.
she asks. (₹3,300-3,900; atithiparinay.com).
That one rupee includes the cost of the yarn,
Eat
hen, after an uneventful drive on the love- which the women have to buy themselves.
Eat at the farm stays. The food is
ly, old Bombay-Goa Highway, we return to “We used to buy 10gm of yarn for about ₹100
unmatched. If you like seafood,
village roads in our quest for the Farm of Hap- and, after spinning it over two days, sold it
Mama Samant’s spread is
piness. This is a farm stay near Ratnagiri, and back for ₹140. The ₹40 we earned is nothing
fabulous. At Farm of Happiness,
even more remote than Maachli, with direc- these days.”
theshe
farm’s
is usedevery
to sections like “Drive till Manjare Fata. This one is a
Back when
wasproduce
young, almost
delicacies,
V junction. The major road turns left here for ond housemake
in Srinagar
had aincluding
woman an
spinning
addictive,
ragi porridge
Guhagar. DO NOT TAKE THIS LEFT. Take the yarn to bolster
the savoury
household
income and
for breakfast.
road to your right towards Phungus Fata.”
fetch her ﬁnancial
independence; today, these
We arrive at Farm of Happiness in time for a women ﬁnd
Tipless work due to the mechanisafabulous ﬁsh lunch, and a lazy afternoon tion of looms and spinners.
If you are driving via Kolhapur,
spent on the porch dotted with hammocks
Mir has seen the ins and outs of this busistop at Hotel Parakh for a lunch
and comfy chairs. The Farm of Happiness is ness since childhood, and was always struck
of Kolhapuri rassas and mutton.
run by Rahul Kulkarni, who, sick of his life as by the gender inequality that denied his
an ad man in Mumbai, returned to his ances- mother and hundreds of other women spintral village and fashioned an organic farm out your
andneighbourhood
eat them for breakfast,”
Rahul
ners eggs
in his
their rightful
of a patch of jungle. He built a large, tradition- promises
the girls.
share of income.
al Konkan house with porches and verandahs
It
will have
to be
next
time,
though.
For in
“When
we went
into
this
business,
we decidonce
again
navigating
and creeper-clad courtyards, and now shares the
ed tomorning
give the we’re
women
yarn
for free,
so every-T
and
junctions
onwas
our proﬁt
way back
his patch of peace and paddy with visitors.
thingV they
earned
and home.
we payBut
in
We ask for tea, so Rahul takes my daughters these
challenges
advance,”
he says.are a small price to pay for
along to milk the cattle. Then we wander our
wonderful
into
theensure
Konkan.
And
for
Shabbir
and rambles
Mir want
that
their
around the vegetable patches and ﬁelds and I realising
that golden
grasslands
and sparshawl business
goes beyond
commercial
inwatch gobsmacked as my veggie-phobic kling
just aput
drive
away.
All weindustry
need to
terestsbays
andarehelps
the
cottage
threesome munch their way through a cluster do
is on
pack
rubber slippers,
summon
back
itsplenty
feet onofimproved
social terms.
The
of sweet potatoes yanked out of the mud. up
Google
Maps and head
shawl’s
engagement
withsouth.
the politics of the
Then we take a long walk in the deepening time is yet another of its raison d’etre.
dusk to a little village temple standing alone shabnam minwalla is a Mumbai-based journalist
zahid
raﬁq
is The
correspondent
Srinagar
SixHindu’s
Spellmakers
of DorabjiinStreet
author
of The
amidst pewter rocks. “You can go and collect and

Paisleys and AK47s
Two young Kashmiris rework the region’s famed shawl
business to reﬂect its politics and socioeconomic realities

W

Spinning out of
control At one time,
nearly every second
house in Srinagar had
a woman spinning yarn
and her ﬁnancial
independence, but few
can do so now
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MOM’s
The
return
of
the ark
Bulbuls
the word
CREATURE FEATURE

The discovery of a long-forgotten tablet provides 4,000-year-old instructions that can be
Eluding the predator (and the photographers’
followed to build the mythical ark
lens), or ‘coexisting’ without stepping on each
Tracing the Mars Orbiter’s 4,000-year-old
quick journey
other’s birdie
toes, life is never short of drama
n 1985 Douglas Simmonds, a
set of instructions

I

W

man of few words and the
that can be followed to produce
hen a top scientist
son of a Royal Air Force (RAF)
Much
of the
book
preoccupiedI
an
object
that
is is
functioning.
of the Indian Space with
pilot with a penchant for colthe know
‘virtues’
of Indian
space scidon’t
another
instance
of
Research Organisa- ence:
lecting antiquities, walked into
from
launch vehicles that arit,” he
says.
tion (ISRO) says, rive atop
the British Museum with a handbicycles
bullock carts,
And so
began and
the complex
proc“Life is not a molecule of methane,” and
ful of items from his father’s colwhoan
“never
brag”
to
essscientists
of creating
ancient
boat
one wonders what the Mars Orbiter thebased
lection packed into a plastic bag.
amount
ofancient
jugaad text.
in the
frugal
on an
With
the
Mission (MOM) is doing out there, engineering,
Dr Irving Finkel, now assistant
and the tilak-sporting
help of a mathematician,
three
Diversion
680 million kilometres away, all missions
keeper at the museum’s Middle
blessed
by builders
the Church
and
Oman-based
boat
experiahead The
strapped up with the methane sen- theenced
Eastern department, was the curalord at
the
inTirupati.
buildingReaching
ancient for
boats
red-vented
sor. The same scientist also claims Stars
tor who examined the objects at
is not
a “human
story of
an epic
from
original
materials
(without
bulbul watches
we should have gone to the virgin achievement,”
the time. As soon as he chanced
unlike
say, the began.
revealglue or nails),
the process
out for
planet of Mercury and not Mars. ingThey
upon one of them — a clay tablet
account
in Apollo:
to thea
decided
against Race
building
predators
debashis mukherjee
There are others too; those who be- Moon
the size of a mobile phone, dating
that told
of the
storyhave
of a
full-sized
one,us
which
would
lieve the red planet isn’t the “for- space
back to around BC 1800 — he recprobehalf
riddled
with pitch.
political
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a football
As
n a perfect
world,
would
midable combination of favourable controversies
ognised
thatone
it had
something
to ranges, one is compelled to
lapping
engineering
obFinkel writesand
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book, this boat
hope to do
always
an animal
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withspot
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ofhow
the they coexist.
ask
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righteous
wouldDespite
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a giwithoutFlood:
disturbing
it, topart
al-of Mesopoenvironment” just yet. And those of raffe
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In peninsular India, these two
the book,
there
is much
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have
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to
ways betamian
able to watch
an ani-and species
who think the mission is a “national brate
mythology,
subse- coexist by not fully coexistMOM
Indian
space
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over its
side.and
So the
team
optmal withoutquently
worrying
aboutreligions
the ing.
waste”. With so many misgivings, missions.
of many
across
They seem to prefer slightly difThe down
methane
ed to scale
and,sensor
usingmay
the
effect of yourthe
presence.
But realistione is tempted to ask if the cheapest orsame
world. “Wall
Wall! Reed,
wall! weather conditions —
ferent
may not
conﬁrm the
presence
of
proportions,
build
a boat
cally, many animals
notice
mission to Mars, the ₹4,500-million theroughly
Reed Wall,
Thatyou
youlong
may live
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bulbuls live in margas. Even
if of
it the
does,
we won’t
a ﬁfth
original.
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er! Destroy
Your
build awetter, more humid environknow
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biologically
Given the
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security
them from the
corner
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eye asandments
the four rupees that
boat;
spurn
property
save a than red-vented bulbuls.
generated
risks, building
the craftmethane
in Iraq
they’re ﬂeeing.
went out of our
life.” Thus began the 60-line
Suchtabﬁne separation isn’t unusual —
(indicating
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the natural
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just with
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aren’t really tion
ﬂeeing
they’re
thors
on —the
tabletstagwas damaged
impressionanimals
of coexistence,
while
ment,
and that
is why
and bitumen
speciﬁed
in the
ining a diversion.
Many birds
chirp thecarefully
Subhadra Menon do
and unclear.
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Karma is a…

Against the grain

Cops become pawns in political games

H

The original aam aadmi chief minister Manohar Parrikar brings his pragmatism and
innovation to the office of the defence minister

ow the tables have turned for Asansol circle inspector Bamapada Das. Just months ago, he was subjecting the then
BJP candidate Babul Supriyo to a most searching interrogation. Last Sunday however, the tide turned and Das had to accompany a procession that was celebrating Supriyo’s
induction into the Modi Cabinet. In April, Das had grilled the
singer, detained under the Arms Act. So severe was the interrogation that Supriyo said he had “never faced such a moment in
my life before”. A case was lodged against the singer by Trinamul Congress, allegedly at Mamata Banerjee’s behest. “I don’t
have a personal grudge against the inspector. In Bengal, the
police only obey Didi,” says Supriyo. But political pawn or not,
Das must lick his wounds and sing a different tune.

Call of love? Nah
Know your chances
before you make
elaborate proposals

Cold diplomacy
Putin’s gesture of warmth at Beijing
greeted with customary Chinese chill

M

W

hen various heads of states met for the Asia-Paciﬁc Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit at Beijing last week, news
about economics and cooperation was sidelined by a simple
‘shawl incident’. On the cold night of the opening ceremony, when
the Chinese president was busy chatting up Barack Obama, Vladimir Putin was seen draping a shawl on the Chinese ﬁrst lady Peng
Liyuan, presumably to keep her warm. A heartthrob among Chinese women, the divorced Russian president’s gallant gesture was
captured on video and soon went viral. The Chinese media have so
far portrayed the ﬁrst couple as lovey-dovey; Putin’s shawl diplomacy has upset that script. Soon, all references to the incident —
comments, tags, likes, the video itself — were wiped off the Internet. Peng Liyuan accepted the shawl with a only slight bow, and
soon, pulled her own black coat out. Russian diplomats, on the
other hand, have complimented Putin for his gentleman-like behaviour. But that is cold comfort, surely?

Begone
world peace!

Truth be told In a city
of sycophants,
Manohar Parrikar still
speaks his mind

Beauty queens get
real
monica
tiwari at pageants

T

he number of times ‘world
peace’ makes an appearance at pageants is perhaps,
rivalled only by the number of
times Rahul Gandhi says
‘women’s
empowerment’.
Even as beauty contests continue to be dismissed, the
Miss International pageant
at Tokyo last week saw the
winner and her fellow
beauties ditching ‘world
peace’ for serious political
talk. While Puerto Rican
stunner Valerie Matias
spoke about her country’s rotting education
system, Colombian Zuleika Suarez attacked racial intolerance and Britain’s Victoria Tooby
tackled unemployment. When
Frenchwoman Aurianne Sinacola
won the ‘Perfect Body’ title, she surprised all by admitting she doesn’t
“work out at all”. Things have
changed, you feel? Worry not, there
was a swimsuit round, plunging
necklines and some world peace.

I

and then rode a strong anti-incumbency wave
to deliver a BJP majority for the ﬁrst time in
the state Assembly.
But after taking over as chief minister, the
Opposition had accused Parrikar of going soft
on illegal mining. In August this year, he had
supported the renewal rather than fresh auctioning of 27 mining leases in the state. While
the opposition has taken him on over his ﬂipﬂops, Parrikar’s supporters say that he has
been a pragmatic administrator who did not
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n a city teeming with sycophants, Manohar Parrikar is the rare Narendra Modi
loyalist who can be counted on to give
him frank — even critical — counsel. The
new Defence Minister from Goa has a mind of
his own, and a friendship with Modi that goes
back over two decades when they were in the
RSS together.
In early September 2013, a fortnight before
Modi was officially declared BJP’s prime ministerial candidate, Parrikar gave me an interview for The New York Times’ India blog. He
backed Modi’s nomination, but also called the
2002 Gujarat riots a “blot on Modi’s career”.
Delhi’s media went into a tizzy over the quote,
painting this as another example of a party
still divided over Modi’s candidature.
The morning after the interview was published, when I reached Parrikar’s office-in-residence in Panjim’s well-heeled Altinho
neighbourhood, his aides were in damagecontrol mode. The media was calling persistently, looking for a few more juicy quotes on
Modi. The RSS was offended: in the same interview Parrikar had said that while he was a Hindu nationalist, he wouldn’t “take out a sword
and kill Muslims”. The state’s Christians were
unhappy because he had called them “culturally Hindu”.
“Why can’t he be a bit more diplomatic in
his interviews,” sighed one Parrikar aide that
same morning.

Sunny Goa to South Block
If policy pragmatism and innovation are Parrikar’s hallmark, he will need plenty of that in
his new job. The Defence Ministry office in
South Block will be a far cry from sunny, laidback Goa, though Parrikar himself is reputed
to put in long working hours.
Crucial decisions await his approval, including shoring up the artillery wing of the Army,
“But then he wouldn’t be Manohar Parri- which has not seen any acquisitions since the
kar,” said another with a chuckle.
Bofors scandal of 1987.
Parrikar has the squeaky-clean image to set
The pragmatic Kejriwal?
things in motion on that front, particularly in
Parrikar’s frugal lifestyle is legendary and has purchasing light artillery guns that can be
made him a middle-class hero: he carries his moved easily in the mountains, where the Inown luggage at the airport and travels econo- dian Army’s face-offs with the Pakistani and
my class. As chief minister, his office used only Chinese armies are only increasing.
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Not married
to the job

Bihar’s Opposition says
no to the CM’s son-inlaw, who doubled up as
his personal assistant
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cornerstone
in-faq by joy bhattacharjya
Bans

P
1

rohibition is around the corner in god’s own
country. Kiss of Love protests thwarted. Great
time for a quiz on prohibitions and bans.

Which country’s national broadcaster
bizarrely allows music to be shown on its
network but has a complete ban on showing
musical instruments?

2

On the same lines, in September 2007, which
country passed a decree about citizens not
being allowed to reincarnate without prior
consent. Work it out.

3

In 1975, the Maruti factory in Gurgaon was
the unlikely location for the destruction of
the only prints of which ﬁlm, starring Shabana
Azmi, Utpal Dutt and Manohar Singh?

4

What speciﬁcally did Peter the Great of
Russia ﬁrst ban, and then implement a heavy
tax on, to control the inﬂuence of the Boyars, the
old Russian dynastic families?

5

Which book was banned in the Soviet Union
on its publication in 1973, but since 2009, has
been a high school textbook in the Russian
Federation?

6

In the late ’80s, a British edition of The
Economist ran a blank page with the
following explanation, “In all but one country,
our readers have on this page a review of _____,
a book by ______ _____. The exception is Britain,
where the book, and comment on it, have been
banned. For our 4,20,000 readers there, this
page is blank — and the law is an ass.” Name the
book, or the author.

the new york times crossword-0608

aladdin

7

Which two games were banned by the
Scottish parliament in 1457 with the
following observation; ‘and that ____ and ____
should be utterly condemned and stopped. And
that a pair of targets should be made up at all
parish churches and shooting should be
practised each Sunday?’

8
9

For what speciﬁc reason did Woody Allen
refuse to allow the release of his ﬁlm Blue
Jasmine in India?
Which classic novel is set in an unspeciﬁed
American city in the mid ’60s and has three
parts; ‘The Hearth and the Salamander,’ ‘The
Sieve and the Sand,’ and ‘Burning Bright’?

10

The term was ﬁrst applied to
establishments in Pennsylvania at the
turn of the 20th century, originating from the
practice of not talking about such a place and
alerting the police. It came into national use in
the ’20s and remained popular even after 1933,
when it became less prevalent. Name the term.
ANSWERS

1. Iran. In January 2014, one of their shows actually
showed a santoor and a lute, but the broadcaster
admitted it was a mistake.
2. China. To control and register the reincarnation of
Tibetan Buddhists.
3. Kissa Kursi Ka, which was a spoof on the then
government and Sanjay Gandhi’s car manufacturing
plans.
4. Beards. The Boyars were recognised by their long,
ﬂowing beards.
5. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag Archipelago.
6. Spycatcher by Peter Wright, which speculated about
the ﬁfth person in the Cambridge Spy Ring.
7. Golf and football. To make the men focus on
archery practice.
8. He was not comfortable with the anti-smoking ads
on screen every time a character lit up.
9. Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451, the ultimate account
of book burning
10. Speakeasy, for unlicensed drinking
establishments.

CH-X _ A

joy bhattacharjya is a quizmaster and author of
Junior Premier League — The First Eleven
t@joybhattacharj

ACROSS
1 To the same extent
6 Something Pedro and Pablo
might have?
9 Coll. program
13 Tug-of-war participant
19 Watts on a screen
20 Like some desk work
22 One of a group of Eastern
Christians
23 King’s move?
2 5Only what a person can
take?
26 In ﬁne fettle
27 Process of sorting injuries
28 Gets browner
30 Start of something big?
31 Mineralogists’ study
32 Anoint, archaically
33 Like some French sauces
34 Brooklyn squad
35 The two sides of PacMan’s mouth, say
37 Principles espoused
during Women’s History
Month?
40 Cry after a roller coaster
ride, maybe
44 Together

45 Coward from England
46 Ability to walk a tightrope
or swallow a sword?
51 Land in the Golden
Triangle
52 Part of a giggle
55 Pass with ﬂying colors
56 Like the 10-Down
57 Soupçon
60 Olden
62 Finish (up)
64 Soprano Sumac
65At the discretion of
66 Dream for late sleepers?
72 Identity
74 Car antitheft aid, for short
75 Informal way to say
87-Across
76 Sheen
79 Chooses beforehand
83 It’s all tied up with the
present
86 Start to love?
87 “Certainly”
88 Collapse, with “out”
89 Waterway leading to a SW
German city?
92 Way to l’Île de la Cité
93 Feature of many a

wide, its neck is narra”:
Ogden Nash
3 Gave birth on a farm, say
4 Unlikely memoirist
5 Fix
Ludacris lyric
6 Derision
94 Add up
7 1966 title role reprised by
95 Slinky going down the
Jude Law in 2004
stairs?
8 Neighbor of a 116-Across
101 Dough raiser
9 Inﬂame, with “up”
105 Large family
10 South American tuber
106 Postlarval
11 Touchy?
107 Crimean conference
12 Tidies up
locale
13 Not be bold
111 Over
14 Commercial version of
112 Captain, e.g.
crazy eights
113 Confederate
15 In-between
114 Biblical book in two parts 16 Cosmetician Estée
115 Star burst
17And so on and so forth
116 Neighbor of an 8-Down
18 Go over and over
118 Dissertation on people’s 21 Lost it
inherent spitefulness?
24 Letter between two
121 Chaperone, often
others that rhyme with it
122 Treasure Stater
29 Like some care
123 Human or alien
33 Lacks
124 Some cheaters have
36 One who might stick his
them
tongue out at you?
125 Frat members
38 Long time
126 Drivers brake for it
39 Agosto or settembre
127 Pungent green
41 Ed of “Up”
DOWN
42 “___ be my pleasure!”
1 Hold down
43 Burns’s refusal
2 “The ostrich roams the
46 It’s widely hailed as a
great ___. / Its mouth is

convenient way to get
around
47 Frozen over
48 Entertains
49 Bemoan
50 Organic compound
51 Monastery resident
52 One parodied on
“Portlandia”
53 Fangorn Forest denizen
54 Inﬂatable thing
58Reason for glasses
59 Captain Morgan and
others
61 Does away with
63 Layer
67 Action-packed
68 It has a light at one end
69 Roll of the dice, say
70 Up
71 Strip for a fashion show
72 Secret collector
73 Before, poetically
77 The ___ City (New Haven)
78 Literary inits.
80 Nobel Prize subj.
81 Trousers
82 Racing boat

84 Sandwich order, for short
85 Scary word
90 Young Darth Vader’s
nickname
91 Evergreen shrub
92 Thumbs’ opposites
93 Represent, sportswise
95 Lines at a theater?
96 Like Flatland
97 Became less than a trickle
98 Composure
99 Spiral-horned antelope
100 Mischievous girl
102 Social breakdown
103 Common dice rolls
104 Elements of some
accents
108 “American Graffiti”
director
109 Frigid temps
110 Like
114 Srs.’ worries
117 Colony member
119 Telephone trio
120 Its logo displays all Roy G.
Biv except indigo
By Tom McCoy
/ Edited by Will Shortz
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